Ae 
NARRATIVE 


Of the PrRocerpinGs)- 


At the Seſſions 


Holden for London and Middleſex, 


At Tuſtice-hall in the Old-bayly, 
The roth and 11th days of 24ay, 1676. 


Setting forth the Tryal and Con- 


demnation of the man for having ſeve- 
ral Wives, and the woman for having 
ſeveral Husbands : and other moſt ma- 
terial Paſſages. 


And alſo an account of the Tryal of -the 


Woman who was arraigned as brind acceſſary 
to the Sacrilegious Robbery of St. Giles r- 
Church: With the Tryal of the man for buy- ;*,< onl 
ing the Plate of her, © 6 => 
And likewiſe how many are Condemn'd, how ma- - 

ny Burn'd in the hand, and Tranſported. "ox 
Theſe.are to ſatisfie all People,that the Book of the - wo 
Seſſeons with the Name of John Millet, was the | =} 
Tryals four Sefe Z01t5 ago. 
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A true 
NARRATIVE 


POCEEDINGS 


| At the Selltions 


Holden for Londox and Middleſex, 


At Juſtice-hall in the Old-bayhy, 
The 10th and 1tth days of May, 1676. - - 
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He Malefators Arraigned ever 
1:79 moarth at the Seffions in the 14. 
bayly, being commonly: fo-nume- 
rous, and their Crime: fo various; 
> . as well as their methods of put- 
ting them in practice, fo new-invented and 
unhezrd-of s It has been thought coavenient 
from tim= totim< to contioue the publication 
of the Tranſactions there to the world," that 
the honeſt ſecure!y iznocent may for the fu- 
ture be forearm'd by requifite caution and my 
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i|Ldiſpoſled , BS leave of and, avoid 
fitch ſubtile and miſchievous practices, 
The Seſſions began on Wedneſday the 10th 
of this Inſtant May, and though it determined 
the fo'lowing evening, yet torclate exactly all 
the Minute - circumſtances of the Vitllanies 
there unravel'd, would bee too tedious; we. 
ſhall therefore give onely a brief, yet moſt 
true, and plaia account of the molt material 
Pailages. | 
Amongſt which we muſt reckoa the trial of . 
that much talkt-of perſon charged by cogm- 


mor” | @ hoes | havieg Se 0 W:yes 
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ledged that. he was Indicted only for four,and 
being Arraigned upon the firſt, knowing what 
pungyal proof there was prepared both of the 
Miniſters that performed the Ceremony and o- 
thers, and that.if he were found Guilty on 
that, he ſhauld be excluded from the benefit 
of his Clergy upon the reſt that heſhould be 
Convicted of, therefore being well tutor'd in 
that Skill, which not a freſh"man in that, Uni- 
verlity is ignorant of, He very frankly at 
once pleaded Guilty to that and all other [n- 
ditments within the benefit of Clergy, and 
ſo prevented all farther diſquiſition of the cir: 
cuwſtances, and we are ſorry we are forced to 
fail. the Readers expectations ia a Relation 
which wou!d certainly have been very rare 
and. divertileing 3 But not wholly to diſap- 
pointtheir curi:fity , we hope we may iaſert 

what 


what we could ME nf moſt credible 
Reports conceraing' him, which 15, that for 
about five years Jaſt paſt or more he has made 
it Eis buſineſs to'ramble up and down moſt 
{ parts of England pretending himſelf a perſon 
7 of quality,and afſuming the names of good fa- 
inilies, and that he had a conſiderable Eſtate 
per Annam, though in Truth he was old 8Sx- 
i tor ultra Crepidam, a Knight of the Order of 
1 the famous Cr:/pin, being originally by pro- 
feſſion a Shomaker, and not many years ſiace 
a Journyman3 but on the pretenſions afore- 
ſaid, where ever he came if he heard of any 
rich Maid, or wealthy widdow at» their own 
1 diſpoſal, he would very formally” make Love 
{ to them, wherein being of handſome taking 
} preſence,and Maſter of a voluble infiguating 
| tcngue , he commonly ſucceeded to engage 
their calle affeftions. - And having 1nveigled/ 
them to marry him, and for ſome ſmall time 
J injoy'd their perſons, and got poſſeſſion of 
5 their more beloved Eſtates, he would march 
off in Triumph with what ready mony and: 
I other portable things of value he could get, 
ro another {trange place, and there lay a new 
plot for a ſecond Adventure, but was at laſt 
diſcovered in the Weſt, and/appreheaded,and 
at the great charge of the Proſecutor brought 
up by Habeas Corpnr hither, but however ſub- 
tilly he behayed himſelf derctofore, I coaceive 
hefail'd in his politicks, when beiog RN 
to the Bar and demanded- what he-could = 
or 


_ [6] 
for himſelf why judgment (ſhould: not paſs up» 
on him, whereas 'tis believed he might bave 
hd the benefit of the Clergy, he ob:}inately 
waived that;.und iaftiited for Tranſportation, 
which being not' thought conyerent to be 
granted , becauſe he ſtood charged in the 
Sheriffs cuſtody with an Aftion of a thruſfand 
reunds, he thereupon receivea {eaterce with 
the re(t to be haovg d. BN 
[To 1atch him there. was, anather (though 
not ſo famou-) inſtance of. the contrary ſex, 
a woman bgjag indicted for haviag two hw - 
band; .atipace alive, which b.lag fully proved , 
ſhe. was found Guiley,,and ber. ſex noe being . 
capable of the. benefit of the Clergy , was like- 
wile. condemaed to dye. | 
- Another woman was arraigned as acceſſary 
to the {acrilegivus Robbery. al $t..Gilzſc'ſes 
Church Plate, for which ome were executed, 
laſt Seſſtovs, /-; The wicacls agaialt her was the 
ſame vpon whoſe Teftimony (chiefly) they 
were condemned ; who gave evidence. that 
they (old the | plate to-hery ac three ſhillings 
eight | pence per ounce,and ther ſhe paid them | 
for it all in Clipt- mony, for which chey forced 
her to.make (ome further allowance... Bug it 
ſcems ſhe was ſo cunning, as not to: drive thc 
bargain in perſon, but kept one.Chamber, dif- 
courſing them in enother 3, {o-that they. never 
perfeRly ſaw her, upon which, and ſome 0- 
ther flaws i vidence, the Jury. were ſo 
fayourable 25 to acquit her. 
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7 
| A Goldſmith was * = 0 for buying 
the ſame Pilate, and ſome Priloners ſwore they 
ſaw him ſuch a day, 'pay ker part ofthe mony 
with an acknowledgment of more fati:f.d 
before ; but he making it to appear that.the 
was at that time out'ot Tow, &c. wes like 
wiſe found not Guilty. | 
There were. three very gent tle fe lows In - 
Adigedfor Felony and Burglary, ſtealing piate 
and monies to a:great vatuesfrom:a Genrle- 
man of good quality in Weſtminftet, They 
all confeſſtog the 'Fa&t, pleaded 'Guilty, and 
- beg'dthe-merey of. the:Court,; ſo'that there 
- - was no fatther nced of reptoof-or: examin3ti- 
on of Circumſtances, 'tis ſaid-they: received 
intimation of :the prize, 'by applying them. 
ſelves tOthis'Gentlemanbciag mecrttrangers) 
on the'acoount of getting 4 reprieve. (onmany 
faightes Argiimeuriand'Alegations) for ſoin: 
of their Confederates Condemaed- laſt Scefſti- 
ons, 'andthen with a moſt barbarous-Ingrati- 
cude Robbb'd himfor his Civility. However, 
they now pretended this was 'the firſt Feloni- 
ous Fa&'that ever they committed, yet it be- 
ing confeſſedly a Burglary, they : were juſtly 
condemned to dye according to: Law. 
Three women of Stepney were indicted(one 
as principal the other two as accefſaries) for 
ſtealing Hemp enough to make Halters for all 
the Roguesiin Chriſteadome, that1s:to ſay,no 
leſs than four thouſand. weight 1n one ladidt- 
ment, and three thouſand ia another. It b_ 
ug?.' 
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fuggeſted that they had:-got 4 Key toa Rope- 
_ bers Warehouſe,- whence-at ſeveral times 

” . they purloyned thoſe vaſt quantitiegz/;/But:no 
[ | _— proof appearing, they were all arquic- 

| red, 2h 2:4 31 929 
| ' A Schoolmaſterwas arraigned fora Rape or 
7 Cacnal knowledge of a female:Child of about 
ſeven or eight years of Age, but ypon-a.Judi- 
cicus Inquiſition intotke matter 'he came;off, 
being only found guilty of an Aſſault eompit- 
edi'on her; T3 1 aciry 

Two Men and two Women Cpaviced. of 
ſeveral Burglaries and+Felonies;jibeipg all 91d 
and notorious/Malefattors ,:received ſentence 
of Condemnation. .:--. 11:41 bo no 

A Broker-and a Woman. that kept 49:]9n, 
took their reſpeRive:Tryals, 35s Acceliatics for 
receiving ſtoln Goods, but the ;,Witneffes: þc- 
_ »1ng Priſoners, and ah we oO out 
Re of malice, both were diſcha £2 1i5f1 Io 

There were in all-nine.condenmed;.to-dye, 
five were allowed their Clergy, andibutar in 
the hand, and fix ordered'for ;Tranſportatier. 
There was a Man (ome time beforeche Sef- 
- fions- brought Prifongr:t0 N 08 ſuſpi- 
tion of mutithering bis Wifey but oh 
TY tion of the matter -1tappearing. that be was 
[| -Innoceant,: and the Womin-aFeldaeife; or felt- 
| murthere(s; the Grand- Jury returned: the Rlill 
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